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PRESS RELEASE


WORLD FAMOUS SPORTING GUN AUCTION 
CONTINUES TO ATTRACT THE BEST 

Now in its 48th year, Gavin Gardiner Ltd.’s annual auction of Fine Modern and Vintage Sporting Guns, will be held at the world-famous Gleneagles Hotel, Auchterarder, Perthshire, Scotland at 6pm on Monday, August 24, 2015.

The prestigious auction attracts buyers from around the world – from the USA to Europe to Australia – to purchase pieces by the greatest makers and over the years, attracting world-record prices. 

This years sale will be no different with items by the best Scottish and English makers.  Among the highlights is a fine pair of 20-bore Holland & Holland Sporting model over and under ejector guns.  Built in 2000, the guns carry an estimate of £60,000-£80,000. They would cost over £160,000 if ordered new today.
Also included is a pair of 12-bore assisted opening round action ejector guns by highly sought-after Edinburgh gunmaker John Dickson & Son. Built in 1932 for Lt Col Archibald Douglas Crabbe, they are estimated to fetch £8,000 to £12,000. More unusual items from the Scottish maker is a silver-mounted drinking flask (est: £400-600) and a nickel Norfolk Liar Game Counter is estimated at £300-500. 
Another item with a known provenance is a pair of 16-bore pinfire hammer guns that were built by Albert Staehle for Prince Ernest Augustus, Crown Prince of Hanover, Heir of Brunswick, 3rd Duke of Cumberland and Teviotdale (1845-1923) – the last Hanoverian prince to hold a British royal title and the Order of the Garter. Estimated to fetch £2,000-3,000, the guns have gold lined decoration surrounding scenes of game in landscapes and are engraved with a crown and the entwined intials "AE", surmounted with a Prince's crown. Although he was the senior male-line great grandson of George III, the Duke of Cumberland was deprived of his British peerages and honours for having sided with Germany in World War I. 

Gavin Gardiner’s sale regularly unearths more memorable pieces and an e-bore (I 34-inch) percussion gun  - measuring 123 inches (over 3 metres) will no doubt attract some attention. It is estimated at £1,000-1,500.  
The sale will include over 200 lots of fine sporting guns, rifles and shooting accessories dating from 1860 to the present day by world-class makers such as Purdey, Holland & Holland, Boss & Co and Westley Richards. The Gleneagles Hotel is a famous sporting venue in its own right and the sale is held during the first two weeks of the Grouse shooting season.
VIEWING

Saturday 22 August 10am – 5pm

Sunday 23 August 10am – 5pm

Monday 24 August 10am – 3pm

For further information on the auction, please visit www.gavingardiner.com
or call 0044 (0)1798 875300.

You can follow Gavin Gardiner on Twitter @GavinGardiner
For further Press Information, please contact

Rachel Aked on 0044 (0)7790 732448 or Rachel@rachelaked.co.uk
NOTES TO EDITORS: 

Gavin Gardiner is the only specialist firearms auctioneer holding his auctions in the heart of London’s West End, where he holds two sales each year as well as his prestigious sale at the Gleneagles Hotel, Scotland in August. Gavin has over 20 years experience in this field. Coming from a traditional background, he was brought up with guns and shooting and has been involved with the Gun Trade from an early age. He first worked for Sotheby’s in 1982 helping with weekend viewing of a Sporting Gun auction, while still at School. From that moment he was hooked and has been involved in almost every Sotheby’s Sporting Gun auction since. His passion became a full time job in 1987 when he joined Sotheby’s initially as a porter on a one day a week assignment to the Gun Department, this soon became five days and he never looked back. He has been involved with many memorable auctions over the years, including Sotheby’s sales in New York and Geneva as well as the renowned Gleneagles auction that has remained the market leader in this sector for over twenty years. He has also worked for one of the leading London Gunmakers which gives him a unique perspective in this field. Returning to Head Sotheby’s Sporting Gun Department Worldwide in 2001 he doubled turnover in his first year, and has continued to develop and refine the auctions since. He left Sotheby’s at the beginning of 2006 to establish his own company. 
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