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[image: image1.png]A FINE and rare 12-bore self-opening sidelock ejector Pigeon gun by James Purdey & Sons is among the highlights of Gavin Gardiner’s auction of Fine Modern and Vintage Sporting Guns on Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at Sotheby’s Olympia (Hammersmith Road, London). Built in 1956 for an American client, the gun remains little used and retains a remarkable amount of its original finish. The gun was produced for live pigeon shooting has unusually long 32-inch barrels and conforms exactly to the original specifications recorded in the Purdey ledgers.  Contained in its original case, it is expected to sell for between £18,000 and £24,000. 

The sale includes almost 400 lots of fine sporting guns and rifles as well as a large collection of shooting accessories which could make a perfect Christmas gift for the sporting gentleman. 

Gavin Gardiner said: “I am delighted with the quality and quantity of guns, rifles and shooting accessories that I have assembled for this auction and will be our largest sale in London yet. I already have substantial interest from collectors and buyers from around the world, so I am looking forward to a successful sale in December.”

Pairs of guns, as well as single guns by well-known London makers include Boss & Co; William Evans; James Purdey & Sons and Holland & Holland. A fine and rare 20-bore self-opening “round-body” sidelock ejector gun by Boss & Co is expected to sell for between £14,000 -18,000. Built in 1938, the “round-body” is perhaps the most elegant of all best London guns, the rounded locks and action bar produce one of the most slender and visually appealing sporting guns ever built. Production has always been very limited, and this example is especially rare in that it is “self-opening” - a feature that Boss only offered for a few years before the Second World War.

Another 20-bore of note is a fine Game Scene engraved sidelock ejector gun by James Purdey & Sons. Built in 1961, also as a self-opener, this gun has elaborate gold inlay and decoration and although used, is a fine example of a classic Purdey. This carries an estimate of £18,000-24,000.

Among the more unusual items offered in the sale is a 22-foot long wildfowling punt, complete with its gun. Originating from the fens of Cambridgeshire, this traditional wildfowlers punt and gun is expected to attract a good deal of interest. It is estimated to fetch £2,000 - 3,000.
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Of historical note is a rare case of specimen bullets that belonged to Harris Holland, the founder of the legendary London gunmaker Holland & Holland. With an original handwritten letter dated 1855, the specimen set of “Norton’s Improved Projectiles” is a rare link with the origins of modern gun and rifle making. Until the 1840s muskets and rifles would commonly fire round projectiles “musket balls”, and it was through the efforts of Captain John Holland that the modern “bullet-shaped” projectiles were developed and introduced. This specimen set of the almost complete Norton range is estimated at £800 - 1,200.
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A fine pair of 20-bore sidelock-ejector over and under guns by Italian maker Luciano Bosis and engraved by Galleazzi carry the highest estimate in the auction. Engraved with realistic scenes of game, this pair of exhibition quality guns is expected to fetch £60,000-80,000. Renowned for the quality and lifelike nature of his work, guns engraved in this style by Galleazzi are sought around the world.

A large selection of vintage hammer guns will be included in this auction. Estimates range from £50 to £50,000.
For further information please contact 01798 875300 or 07831 645551 

or visit www.gavingardiner.com
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